
Offices, Committees, etc. in the Church according to the CIC 
 

Owners of power of governance Level 
Full power of 
governance 

Legislative power Executive power Judicial Power 
Other persons Other committees 

etc. 

Universal Church • Roman Pontiff 
• College of 

Bishops / 
Ecumenical 
Council 

• Roman Curia 
(legislation only 
with papal 
approbatio in 
forma specifica) 

• Roman Curia 
(Secretariat of 
State; 
Congregations; 
Councils) 

• Roman Rota 
• Apostolic Signatura 

• Cardinals 
• Legates of the 

Roman Pontiff 

• Synod of Bishops 

area of a 
Conference 
of Bishops 

• Plenary 
Council 

• Conference of Bishops (power limited to 
certain fields) 

–––   

Su
pr

ad
io

ce
sa

n 
Le

ve
l 

Ecclesiastica
l Province 

• Provincial 
Council 

––– • Metropolitan (very 
limited power 
outside his own 
diocese) 

• Tribunal of Second 
Instance 

  

Diocese • Diocesan 
Bishop 

• {Diocesan 
Administrator} 

––– • Vicar General 
• Episcopal Vicar 

• Tribunal of First 
Instance (Judicial 
Vicar = Officialis; 
Adjutant Judicial 
Vicars = Vice-
Officiales; Diocesan 
Judges) 

• Coadjutor 
Bishop 

• Auxiliary Bishop 
in the Curia: 
• Moderator 
• Chancellor 
• Notaries 
• Finance Officer 
in the Tribunal: 
• Auditors 
• Promoter of 

Justice 
• Defender of the 

Bond 

• Diocesan Synod 
• Finance Council 
• Presbyteral 

Council & College 
of Consultors 

• Pastoral Council 
• Chapter of 

Canons 

Vicariate Forane ––– ––– • Vicar Forane –––   
Parish ––– ––– • Pastor 

• {Parochial 
Administrator} 

––– • Parochial Vicar • Pastoral Council 
• Finance Council 

 
  


