
 Associations, Religious Communities, etc. 
 
 

 religious communities etc. 
 

associations 

institutes of consecrated life 
 

 
 

without 
canonical 

recognition 

private 
association 

public 
association 

personal 
prelature 

societies of 
apostolic life 

secular 
institutes 

religious 
institutes 

canonical state 
of life of the 
members 

(no norms) 
according to the 

CIC: clerics; 
Opus Dei: also 
lay Christians 

only celibate members; 
usually only male members 

or only female members 
Life according 
to the 
evangelical 
counsels 

possible yes, but no 
vows 

yes, by force 
of vows or 

other sacred 
bonds 

yes, by force of 
public vows 

common life possible yes possible yes 
incardination of 
clerics no yes usually yes usually no yes 

own Ordinary 
within the 
association or 
community 

no yes 

in clerical 
societies of 

pontifical law: 
yes 

no 

in clerical 
institutes of 

pontifical law: 
yes 

properties are 
considered 
ecclesiastical 
goods 

no yes 

example  Emmanuel 
Community 

Christian Life 
Community 

Opus Dei 
(= so far the only 

example) 
Pallottine 
Fathers 

Schönstatt 
Fathers Benedictines 

 


